FREE THOUGHT Sef thePEnat Laws, TESTS, 
and ſome Late Printed Papers touching Both. 


In a Letter from a Perſon of Quality. 
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SIR, 


HAVE carefully peruſed all your Private Reaſons, as well as the Publick Prints 
you ſent, to convince me of the preſent Expedzency, if not Neceſſity of Repealing 
the Penal Laws. 
As to the Prints, I cannot but ſtand amazed to ſee ſuch inveterate Malice, and 
open-fac'd ſcorn, as moſt of thoſe Papers carry in them, fo confidently walk 
abroad, and that /ent forth by Men of pretenced Sandctity, Orthodoxy, and pure 
Chriſtian Zeal ; for ſuch the Broteſtant Diſſenters claim to be ; and indeed 1 have 
known not a few of them, for the main, very exemplary in all thoſe qualities. Ir is 
prodigious to think that men ſo implacably ( and upon rational grounds many of 
them ) ſet againſt the Corruptions of Rowe, men who hold ic as firmly as any part 
of their Creed, That the Papal Power and Church is the great Antichriſt ; who but 
as yeſterday were with one mouth exclaiming and writing againſt many of theChurch 
of England as Apoſtates from the DoCtrine of the Reformation, for otherwiſe inter- 
preting the Propheſies touching Antichri(t ; who lince that, ſeeing the Conſtancy and 
Strength of the Church of England's Teſtimonies againſt Popery, have profeſſed their 
ſorrow for their late overcharging her Clergy as too nearly allied to Roxae, and Po- 
piſhly afteCtedy who have ſome of them confeſſed theEpiſcopaliChurch to be the great 
Bulwark againſt the Power of Rome: Itis prodigious, I ſay, to think that thoſe men 
ſhould in a moment turn tail, and with ſuch Zeal and Indigrationat the poor Church 
of England, offer themſelves unanimouſly toyoin with Rowre, to pull down their for- 
" faken Mother; profeſling more liking of a Publick Toleration of the juſt-now abhorred 
Popery, than of the Engliſh Conſtitution , and thereby werifying what they have fo 
long complained was falſly and injuriouſly laid to their charge, that rhey were the 
Peoplr which wonld bring in Popery,if ever it came in. The incredibility that theſe men 
ſhould aCt thus, makes me, I confeſs, rather believe that theſe Papers are generally 
writ by ſome Crafty men( of another perſwaſion), in their Writings, if not otherwiſe alſo, 
 perſonating Proteſtant Diſſenters, and that perhaps amongſt other ends, to poſſeſs the 
world, there is, even in the beſt ſort of the Diſſenters, more Rancor and Uncharita- 
bleneſs than ever moſt of their Adverſaries conceived to be in any of them. This the 
A-la-mode Smartneſs of the Stile, the Reliſh of the Arguments, the want of a Senſe of Re- 
ligion, and the waving good Conſcience thraughourt the whale management, together 
' with ſeveral Marks, ( which I will not naw name ), in moſt of the Papers, further 
induce me really co believe, Upon which beliefI ſhall cake no further notice of them, 
* hoping all ſober Nonconformilts are ſenſib;e how abaminably chemfſelves are wrong- 
" ed'by ſuch dealing; and if I am in an Error tonching them, that they accepting my 
Charity, will pardon my miſtake ; I chuſe toerr on the belt ſide wy this I muſt ay 
of thoſe Prin's which I have ſeen, Beſides Birrerneſs, and ſhameleſs Calumnies againſt 
' the poor Church of Englund, theie is little of moment in them for me to take no- 
tice of, or anſwer: Trere is no; cne writ with any tolerable Temper : nor can certainly 
the Blelling of Peace, or of any tolerable good ſucceſs cntheir lice, attend ſuch vi- - 
rulent and-unpeaceable \ fitings ; Dominus inci per, 
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As to your private Arguments, they are (God be bleſſed) quite of another vein ; 
and for my own particular Sentiments, | had thought you well knew much leſs Arga- 
ment needed to have perſwaded me, how unmeet a Motive ts Chriſtianity any kind 
of Compulfion is. I ever was of the mind, not only that Faith-ought not to be compel- 
led, but that it caznor. You know my conſtantly avowed Maxim, Ir is not in mens 
powers to beliezze what they will : Penalties may make a man a Hypocrite, they can 
never of themſelves make him a Believer or good Chriſtian. ; 

Nor does it at all ſatisfie me, that ſome ſay, Men are only forced to the means of 
Faith, as to go to Church, to hear Sermons, and the like, but not to Faith i ſelf, 
for beſides, Fir/#, That this Plea is falſe, ( to Swear, Abyure, take the Sacrament, c. 
are the moſt ſolemn kind of Profeſſions of Faith aſſignable, and not at all means.to 
convince a man of Truth ): Beſides this, I ſay, Secondly, Even to come to Church it felf 
( that js, to be preſent, and by Preſence ſeeming to be communicable in the Litur- 
gy) is what many judg in their Confciencequnlawful, or are not ſatisfied of the Right 
thereof; it is therefore contrary to their Faith, or a kind of a#, profeſſing to believe 
what is n9t believed: The caſe is the fame, if for FaithI had put Conſcience; for Con- 
ſcience, as it cannot be ſuppoſed ſabjeCt to the attempts of force, being nothing but an 
inward ſenſe or perſwaſion of the lawfulneſs or unlawfulnefs of Human Actions, dif- 
fers little or nothing from Faith, in the acceptation wherein 1 have above uſed the 
name : And ſo intruth, neither can Conſcience be forced, tho a man may be forced to att 
againſt his Conſcience z Which as it is a ſi» of the moſt hainous nature in him who does 
it, ſo do | not leehow we can excuſe him from the breach of the Law of Charity,who 
compels \t. 

Nor are generally the Authors or Maintainers of Penal Laws, I ſuppoſe, igno- 
rant of this: for all ſuch Laws allow unto men the Option of Suffering, or the choice 
of the Penalty, which the Law infliCts, in caſe of non-performance of its poſitive part ; 
by which choice men may preſerve their Conſciences inviolate : And foraſmuch as 
there is and will be to the end of the world, different Judgments amongſt men, that 
is, all mens Conſciences tonehing the ſeveral Rites or Modes of Worſhip, and other 
controverted Points in Religion, will never agree : Whether therefore the Civil Go- 
wvernment, and common Peace can be preſerved, by leaving all ſorts of men to the free 
exerciſe of their Conſcienct, without ſome Laws to reſtrain ſome of them ( which Laws 
if efetual to the aforeſaid Ends of Peace and Government, muſt bePenal)is the great 
2ueſticn, upon the reſolving of which, the having or not having Penal Laws, muſt 
be determined. 

And that which encrea/erh the difficulty of reſolving this Queſtion, as ſome would 
have it reſolved, is, That Faith and Conſcience ſignifying things inviſible, and not to be 
known but by the Searcher of all hearts, it is impeſſible always to diſcern between them, 
and the pretences of them. Now FaCtious, Turbulent, and Wicked Men, tho they may 
te, and commonly are Atheiſts, having indeed no Faith or Conſcience,yet they never 
will want moſt ſpecious Pretences of both, and thoſe ſuitable and accommodate to 
their own ends: From whence it follows, that tho it ſhould be peſſible to preſerve 

Peace and Governmcnt,allowing Liberty to the Exerciſe of Conſcience truly ſo caled, yet 
it will be utterly impoſſible to-preſerve cither Peace or Government,allowing Literty 
£2 all pretences of Conſcience;for this is to allowLiberty to FaCtion and Villany: And 
byreaſon of the aforeſaid inw1ib:lity otConſcienee,it will be alſo impoſſivle to allow per- 
fe Liberty of Conſcience,except We togetber allow Liberty to the pretences of Conſcience. 

From hence it ſeems necel{arily concluſible, that the> who will conſult the prblick 
ſafety, and the Interefts of Government ( even abſtratted from the intereſt cf Religion ) 
miſt alkw ſome rcſtraint upon the exerciſe of Conſcience, and con'equently ſome 
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(3) 
But to take in a little the Interefs of Religion; whether a Chriſtian Prince, allowing 
ſuch a qualified Liberty to the Exerciſe of Conſcience, as may conſiſt with the ſecurity 
of Government,. ought to allow men Liberty to have no Conſcience, or to be of no 
Religion, or even to be of ſuch an one, as does everthrow the Common Chriſtianity, will 
be another Queſtion worthy of Conſideration; which yer I think every Chriſtian man 
will reſolve in the Negative. Diſtintly, 1 mean, that tho we grant men are not to be 
compelled to the exerciſe of any one Religion, yet may they not be allewed openly to 
profeſ: Atheiſm (that is, no Conſcience) nor to Blaſpheme, and in the ſame breath allow 
eligion to be true, and yet endeavour to ſcoff it out of the World 3 nor yet to Pro- 
feſs or Prattice, that is, to propagate ſuch @ Religion, Which is apparently inconſitent 
with the Common Chriſtianity, as Fudaiſm, Mahcmetaniſm, Paganiſm; and if there be 
any other like them, as I think Muggletoniſm, and ſomewhat a kin to it. 
The ſum then of what we have ſaid, is this, 'T hat ſome Penal Laws ought to ſtand 
againit-Irreligion, Blaſphemy, and ſuch apparently ill Religions, as theſe mentioned. 

Again, If there be any Set of Chriſtian Religion (at large fo called) the Fundamental! 
and Charateriſtical Principle of which conſiſts not with the Secarity of Civil Government; 
ſuch as I think, is the Doctrine eſſential to the Fifth-Monarchy-men, of the Reign of 
King Feſus, and his Saints alone, which is alſo the Opinion of ſeveral of the Anabaptiſts, 
and was of many of the L2uakers in the year 1660. and will be ſtruck for, whenever 
theſe SeCts are powerful enough ; and how deſperately, YVemner with his forty men 
againſt the Train'dbands of the City, and His Majeſtics Life-Guard, will be an 
eternal Inſtance. Such SeCts ought not to be allowed the free Exerciſe of their Con- 
ſcience (for that, as before ſaid, is the propagating their Religion;) and therefore, 
againſt theſe Sets, Penal Laws ought to ſtand, at leaſt in ſome meaſure, ſor the reſtraint 
cf their free Exerciſe of their Conſcience, as they will pretend, or call it : I mean for 
the reſtraint of their aſſembling to bold forth, and propagate theſe accurſed deſtru#ive 
Dc&rines. 

And now we are come to the Point that has long pinched, and perhaps ſtill does; 
Whether the Religion of Thorow-papiſts ( as ſome diſtinguiſh them) that is of thoſe, 
who hold the Popes full Supremacy over Princes,even within their own Dominions, be any 
more conſiſtent with the Security of Civil Government, generally taken, (that is, let the 
Prince be of what Religion he ſhall) than that of the Millenaries, or of any other like 
fort; and conſequently, whether Penal Laws ought not to ſtand againſt ſuch Papilts 
or Catholicks, as they will call themſelves ? 

It ſeems to me, that thoſe of them who: rbink their Religion well conſitent with Civil 
Government in general (be the Prince of whatſoever Chriſtian profeſſion he ſhall be, 
ſuppoſe a Proteſtant;) thoſe I ſay, ſhould not be againſt, or contend for the laying 
aſide, or not having an Oath of Supremzcy, as to Temperals at leaſt ; for whoſoever 
appears againſt ſuch an Oath, Sanilefily profeſſes thereby his Religion will not ſut- 
fer him to be obedient even in Temporals, to that Governor, whoſe Supremacy in 
Temporals he avows he cannot, or which ie tbe fams, reales to ackKnowledg. 


It. is ſure, borh the Body of the * Canon Law aflerts, and ſome f Popes bave expreſſly * DiltinQ. 22. 


decreed the Supremacy of the Chair of St. Peter, even in Temporals, to be of Divine right © Omnes live. 
. . f LL C: bi etjam vi- 
and.matter of Faith ; ſaas that to believe the Contrary is Hereſy and damnavie Sin. And de glofſam. Ee 


fatever ſome do believe or declare, (as I have heard ſome of them ſwear, that pF 56. Duo 
ſhould their Father-Conteſlor,or the Pope himſelf, command them to take Arms againlt une. Er i Qu, 


their King, they would not obey;) yer it is alſo ſure, that many Rowan Catholicks, 4 Quia P:z- 
and perhaps more Orders of their Religious than one, do to this day fo believe; and ſularus. 


tho many of their Confellers may nut pre's the Popes Supremacy in 'Tempora:s on 
the Conl&;ences of their Deyotes, yet no doubt others, ex.ept they ate forlweorn, do ir, 
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f Nicolaus, 


Gelahus, Leo 
IV. :%, ſupra, 
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*xV Qu6.c. Further, the ſaid * Canon Law allows the Pope may Abſolve Subjets and Soldier: from. 
Alius icem. Et their Oath of Allegiance, and Duty to their Kings or Commanders ; and ſeveral f Popes * 
c. Nos _ have decreed as much; otherwiſe it could not have come intothe Body of the Canon, 
Gtorum. EC, Law; nay, they have atually doneit. Wherefore it would ſeem ,tho not for Religions 
Juratoz milires | «gh 
+ Gelaſius, ſake in general, yet for the ſake of Civil Government, Penal Laws gbt to ſtand againſt 
Zacharias, ſuch a ſtrain of Religion alſo; at leaſt, againſt the free Exerciſe of it. Whether this will 
Gregor. VII. conclude Feſuits, and thoſe whom ſome call Feſuited Papiſts, themſelves beſt know; I 
Urbanus It: 1:11 not now infiſt on their fourth Vow. 
ens Prove, The Reſulc of allis, that an abſolute Repeal of all Penal Laws inthe caſe of Religion, 
aliiq;. or even of ſuch Penal Laws which affe& either Catholicks, or pretended Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, taking Catholicks and Difſſenters for all that call themſelves ſo, is nor ſafe fr 
the Government z nor agreeable to Chriſtian Conſcience ; but a Qualification of ſuch 
Laws, or ſome explanatory and mitigative Af, which might ſecure all peaceable conſci- 
entios men of z»hatſoever Perſwaſion (thoſe Antichriſtian and Turbulent ones before 
mentioned, being excepted) in their Efates, Lives and Liberties, While they Worſhip 
God according to their Conſcience, were to be deſired, and is to be endeavoured by all who 
would approve themſelves genuinely Chrift;ans. And I am not without hopes, that 
thoſe who declare themſelves ſo much for the Repeal of the Penal Laws,will acknow- 
ledg this to be their Senſe. : 
But as I have hitherto endeavoured to be in general, juſt both to the King, Religion, 
and all Parties concern'd in my impartial conſidering and ſtating the cafe of all, in 
reference to the Liberty deſired; So [| muſt be yet more in particular juſt to thoſe 
who are in Peſſeſſion of an Eſtabliſhment by Virtue of the Laws ; and conſider wbile 
they concede ſo much, what is fitto be conceded and aſſured to them by the indul- 
ged Parties. 
Firſt then, Seeing itis expeFed of the Church of England, that ſhe conſent to the 
Repealing all ſuch Penal Laws which affect the Eſtates, Lives or Liberties of ſuch Ro- 
an Catholicks and Diflenters as before ſpecified; therefore it muſt needs be judged 
but fir and equa/, that the,Church of Rome rewoke all ſuch Laws, which alike atiect all 
peaceable Proteſtents. Thoſe who pretend that Church has none ſuch,may be excuſed if 
they ſpeak it out of Ignorance; but they are unpardonable who go about to impoſe 
ſo impndent a falſhood upon the World. The Church of Rome has for many Ages not 
only bad Sanguinary and Penal Laws; but alſo bound, and daily does bind by the moſt 
ſacred Oaths, and under the ſevereſt Penalties, moſt of her Sons, Sacred as well as 
Secular, to the Exccntion of ſuch Laws, to their utmoſt Power ; Behold ſome of thoſe 
Laws, and the legal Method to be proceeded in againſt all, who own not the Faith 
of the Church of Rome. 
* We Excommunicate and Anathematize every Hereſy which ſets up it ſelf againſt 
Ora © this * holy Faith which we have above expounded, condemning all and ſingular 
A _ * Hereticks, by what Names ſoever they are reckoned, having indeed their Faces dif- 
pears by the * ſETENT Ways, bur their Tails tied together, becauſe as to matter of falſhood they 
firit Canon of © agree in the ſame thing. 


the Lateran 

Co::cil, -ont of whoſe Decree rhis Chapter is tranſcribed into the Body of the Canon Law (the Chapter being in- 
deed the third Canon of the faid Lateran Council under Innccent INI.) of which Faith ,. I fay, rwoY 
am-ngtt others were Tranſubſtantiation, and. that there is no Salvation ont of the Roman Church. 


} Animadver- *their Bai'iffs to te puniſhed || with due Severity or Execution; Clergy-men being 
Lone debira. * firſt degraded from their Orders, 1o that the Goods of ſuzh condemned Ferſors, if 


* And being thus condemned,let them be left to the preſent Secular Power, and to | 
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* they be Lay-men, be confiſcate ; but if Clergy-men; be appli-4 to the Churches 
whence they received Stipends. 

* And as to thoſe who ſhall be fonnd * challengeable only by Suſpicion, except ac- «+ giz (ye; 
© cording to the nature of the Suſpicion, and quality of the Perſon, they ſha!l clear their one notables, 
© Innocency_ by a proportionable purgation, let them alſo be ſtrack with the Sword 
* of Excormmunication | or, of an Anathema] and let them be avoided by all Perſons 
* till they give condign Satisfaction : So that if they continue excommunicate one Whole 
* year, they be from thenceforth condemned as Hereticks. 

« Further, Let the Secular Powers of whatſoever degree be admoniſhed and induced, 
© arid if need be, compelled by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, that even as they defire to be re- 
© puted and accounted faithful, fo they take publickly an Oath for the defence of the 
« Faith, that they will endeavour | faithſully [ or in good earneſt] according to their + Bona fide. 
* power, tO exterminate out of the Lands of their Furiſdifion all ſich as are pronounced 
* Hereticks by the Church : So that from henceforth, 2whenſoever any one ſhall be aſſit+ 
© med into Power Spiritual or Temporal, he be bound firmiy to rear to thus Article. 

* And in caſe any Temporal Lord, being required and admonithed by the Church, 
* ſhall negle# to purge his Countrey from Heretical Pravity, let him be by the Metro- 
© politan and Comprovincial Biſhop in»cdated in the bond of Excommunicaticn. And if 
* he ſhall negleCt to ſatisfy within a year, let them ſignify the ſame to the Pope, that 
* he, from that time forth, may pronounce bis Subjets obloloed from their A/leg1ance, 
* and may * ſet forth bs Country to be ſeized by Catholicks, who, having exterminated * Terram ex- 
the Hereticks thence, may poſleſs it without contradittion, and keep it in the purity Ponat Catho- 
* of the Faith, with a ſaving to the right of the principal Lord : provided he have put ou I 
© 20 obſtacle in this matrer, nor given any arhar bindrance : The ſame Law nevertheleſs 
© being obſerved as to them who have no Principal Lords. 
© Further, Let afl Catholicks, who, having taken upon them the badge of the Croſs, 
© ſhall have applied themſelves to the exterminating Hereticks, injoy the ſame Indul- 
* pence , and be poſſeſſed of the ſame Privileges as have been granted to them who 
* went to ſuccour the Holy Land. 
* Moreover we decree, That all Adberers, Receivers, Defenders and Cheriſhers of He- 
© reticks lie under the ſame Excommunication ; firmly ordaining, that after any ſuch 
© Excommunicate Perſon ſhall have, one whole year, negleCtted to make ſatisfaction, he 
* from that time become in Law infamous, and be not admitted ro any publick Office, 
© Councils, nor to chuſe any others, nor ſo much as to give bs Teſtimony in any Caſe ; 
* that he alſo be intefable | or have noliberty or power to make a Will | nor be allow- None of our 
© ed to come in ſucceſſion to any Inheritance. Furthermore, that none be compelled to an- late 2m ; 
* fwer himin any Sir or Buſineſs, but that be be compelled t0 anſwer all others. And in ,; —_ 
* caſe perchance he ſhould formerly have beena Judge, his Sentence ſhall have no ftrength, x aw, 
* nor ſhall any Cauſes be brought to his Audience. Or if he were an Advocate, his Flead- 
© xp ſhall be-no-wiſe admitted. If a Publick Notary, all Inftruments made by him ſhall 
© be of no force, but damwi'd with their Author : The ſamealſo we command to be ob- 
* ſerved in like caſes. If he be a Clergy-man,let him be depoſed from all Office and Benefice. 
© And if any ſhall not forbear to avoid ſuch Perſone, afterthey have been pronounced 
© Excommunicate by the Church, let them alſo by Excommunication be compelled co 

© fit ſatisfaltion. Further, let no.Clerk adminiſter the Church Sacraments to ſuch Peſtilent 

© Perſons, let them not preſume to give them Chriſtian Burial, nor let them partake of 

* any Alms or Oblations : or in caſe they ſhall, let them [that is, ſuch Clerks ſo offend- 

* ing ] be deprived of their Office ; to which let them nerer be reſtored, without aſpe- 


«© cial indulgence from the Apoſtolical See. In like manner, let all Regu/ars obſerve fo 
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© to do: upon whom, otherwiſe, ler this Penalty reſt, that their Privileges be void 
© within that Dioceſe wherein they have preſumed to commit ſuch Excefles. 

Thus far the Lateras Council (under Pope Innocent the Third, An. Dom. 1215.) tranſ- 
+ Fxtra. De ſcribed into the f body of the Canon Law; which, with the Church of Rowe, is above 
11.creticisCap. all other [at leaſt Humane} Laws, and it were to be wiſhed, that it were not too 
Excommunt- often obſerved above God's Law alſo. ' 
v1 49 But though the Council ſtopt here; after another ſhort Chapter the Decretals goon 
* Cap Excom. again thus under Gregory IX. ** We Excommunicate and Anathematize all Here- 
muuicamus, * ticks, the Cathari. | or Puritans) the Patarens, the Poor of Lions [| and others there 
&c, * mentioned, now perhaps unknown) and all others, by whatſoever names they are 

*reckoned, having Faces looking ditterent ways, @c. as before. 

© Being thus condemned, let them be lefc to the Secular Judgment to be puniſhed 
* with due ſeverity, Cc. as before. 

« But if any of the aforementioned Heretics, after they are convitted, will not re- 
* turn to perform condign Penance, let them be kept in perpetual impriſonment. And 
* as tothem who adhere to their Errors, we adjudge them alike Heretics. 

The next Chapter is ſhort, but Subſtantial. * Let them know thzt they are abſolved 
© from all Debt of Fidelity, Dominion, or Obedience, whoſcever were bound by any 
* Compact, howſoever ſtrong, to any Perſons fallen into Hereſie. 

More of like nature might be eafily colleCted out of the body of the Canon-Law. 
Now that by Heretics thoſe Laws do not underſiand meerly Manichees, Valentinians, 
Arrians, or ſome ſuch groſs People, but univerſally a/l ſuch who ſubmit not to the Roman 
Faith, or even to the Supremacy of the Roman Biſhop, is, beſides what was above-noted, 
plain from another Text of the ſaid Canon Law. * He | thatis Chriſt alone ] bath founded 
Piſtint 311 * fÞis | the Reman ] Church upon a Rock, who committed to bleſſed Peter, the Keeper 
Ounncs. © of the Keys of Eternal Life, the Rights both of the Earthly and Heavenly Empire— 

* So that whoſoever endeavours to take away from the Rowan Church the Privilege 
© piven her by the Supreme Head of all Churches, ſuch Perſon without doubt is fallen 
* into Herefie ; and whereas others | who violate the Privileges of other Churches ] 
* are to be called unjuſt, ſuch Perſon is to be ſtiled an Heretic. 

As to matter of fatt, how theſe Laws have been Executed, and in ſome Countries 
how they ſtill are, is diſagreeable to my Deſign of publick accord to inſiſt : only be- 
cauſe we are conſidering of terms of accord, I muſt not wave*that point of matter of 
fact, that all Proteſtants are excommunicated afreſh by the Pope every Maundy Thurſday, 
and that every Prelate, which is conſecrated , at his Conſecration, amongſt other 
things, ſevere enough again{t us, ſwears in theſe words, Hereticos, Schiſmatices & Re« 
belles eidem Domino noſtro wel Succeſſoribus preditlis, pro poſſe, perſequar & impugnabo. 
That is, *1will, according to my power, perſecute and impugn all Hereticks, Schi(- 
* maticks, or thoſe who rebel againſt our Lord [the Pope ] and his Succeſlors aforeſaid. 

| will not here meddle with the Doctrine of many:Caſaifts, who tell us ordinarily, 
that all Heretics being de jure Excommunicate, any Catholic may ſafely kill them ; 
Nor that in all Catholic Kingdoms de Conſuetudins, Burning alive is the proper Legal 
Leath for Heretics : for which laſt, it were to be wiſht, there were not yet Statute- 
Laws in force, in ſome of his Majeſty's Dominions. I rub nor, 1 ſay, on theſe Sores, 
but contenc my ſelf to have mentioned the general Penal Laws above recited, which 
are ſufhcient ro prove the Romaniſts have ſuch Laws. 

And ibeſe being the Laws, and ſuch the preſent ebligation generally to all Catholics 
im power (whecher Eccleſiait.cal or Secular) to obſerve them, it is reaſonsb'e, that be- 
fore Fenal Laws agialt ail men of ris Riligicn be Repealed, they of the Ri] gion obtain 
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om his Holineſs ſome Repeal of theſe and the like Laws ; at leaſt a Bull, exempting a! 
he Proteſtants of England, Scotland and Ireland,from being comprehended in tne num- 


)'d ber of ſuch Heretics, who are thus to ſuffer; and rogether ab/o/ving all Perſons, who 

| have taken Ozths for Exterminating Heretic, from any obligation to perform thoſe 
i= Oaths as to the Proteſtants of theſe Countries; For nill then, we have juſt ſo much Rea- 
'e ſon to hope for ſecurity from ſach Catholics, as we have aſſurance that they will 
o | ever forſwear themſelves, or all their days live in wilful Peryury. 

* There is another Law amongſt the Roman Catholics, which tho not Penal to us, 
n Þ it is to be feared may be one day moſt dreadfully Penal to as many of them as ob- 
= Þ ſerve it, and which ſeems to oblige them to perſecute us: I will call it the Law of 
- uncharitablene(s, the revoking of which alſo, it ſeems fit, ſhould be made a condition 
Q of Repealing our Penal Laws: The Law [ meanis that, whereby every one, who wi?l 


be of that Church, is required to ſwear to the Tridentine Creed, in the cloſe of which 

Oath he avows, No one can be ſaved out of the belief of that the preſent Roman Catho- 

# lic Faith. By this they plainly damn four fifth parts of all Chriſtendom. I know 
there are ſome Gentlemen of that Communion, who are more merciful to us, and 
the betrer Catholicks are they for it ; God bleſs them, and encreaſe the number of 
them : But I as well know, there are others fo {tifly hold to this, that they frequently, 
and even in their ordinary converſation, as well as in their writings, uſe it as an Argu- 
ment to perſwade men of onr Church to come over to their Religion. As to theſe, 
I crave leave to ſay only this one thing, That men can repoſe very little confidence in 
their kindneſs, who prejudging to God's judgment, have already damn'd chem before- 
hand : Wherefore I conceive they who wonld have any kind offices p2ſs between us 
and our Roman Catholic Countreymen, or intend we ſhould live together as Chri- 
ſtians, ought to abandon this rigour, and if poſlible to procure from the Head of their 
Church an abatement of it, as to the Proteſtants of theſe Countries at leaſtwiſe. 

This will appear yet the more reaſonable, if we conſider of 2hat Communion they 
were that firſt introduced into theſe parts of the World Penal or Sanzuinary Laws in 
cauſe of Religion. The Prote/ants in this matter can only be bhamed for foll1inz a 
il Example, which alfo they have induſtrionſly not come upto. They found Sangui- 
nary Laws; and the ſevereſt of them, in England, they have repealed : If any other than 
thoſe Penal-Laws were made, (as it is not co bedenied chere were) it was rather npon 
the ſcore of the State,than of Religion. A Sangumary Law made particnlarly azainſ# any 

"ſort of our Non-Conformiſts, I never yet knew any: Nor againſt thoſe of Rome pure!y 
for Conſcience ſake. But the Laws above mentioned out of the Ryman Cinon-l[.2w are | 
Purely upon the ſcore of Conſcience ; and even where they extend not to Blood, thev 
are,as we ſee,much ſeverer than any of our Laws or Teſts againſt them. In a word all 
perſons who will be jaſt, muſt allow to others che Liberty and Securiry that they deſire 
ſhould be granted to themſelves, which is the Heighth of this our firff demand. Tpre, 
ſequar : Let thoſe who were firſt in the guilt, firſt. amend ; certainly Proteſtants will 
meet them in kindneſs. 

Secondly; Inaſmuch as they of the E/?a3/iſht Church do not in the leaſt ſu/pet? the 
truth of their Religion ( all the Writings of their Roman Adverſaries diſcovering their 
Roman Faith, where diftering from the Proteitants, inſtead of a Rock, to be built only 
on Air) and inaſmuch as it cannot be juſtly expected, that meerly to gratify our Ad- 
ver(aries, we ſhonld at once betray both our Religion and our Intereſt; it 1s bur juſt, thar 
torerber With ſuch Stature as ſhall take away the Penal Laws in Tomeſt, there paſs ano- 
ther for ſecurity of the National Religion, that it ſhall nor be alrered; and of the regular 
conformable Clergy and their Succeſſurs, thar their Rizbrs (hill not be inweded. It is told 

us indeed, we have His Majefties Roya! word many times revezte!, 1 humbly return, 
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that know no .trus « | land .y N Qe nc rely upon His Majeſties ies 
Word, during his Reign (which Hor | mop x Hor the ſecurity of our Church. 
Bot Succeſſion # 8 long Tram; and Laws, if ftatiding, Rec poſer peace, when 
Promiſes with their Authors are fain aſleep, is not } 


i He is not Juſt to the preſent Age, who is 
not to his power juſt to Poſtericy, bowever remote. It's therefore recnable, fit and 
neceſfary that ſucha Starute, as is deſired, pals, ES ESIV=M 

As to. what you.conclude with, That the Clergy of the Chyrch of England are very 
wngrateful to His Majeſty for his- repeated Promiſes of ProteQion, and together un- 
ci41] tobim, in not fully acquieſcing in his Royal word fo often given for the ſecurity 
of their Religion, Righrs and Privileges ; and not offering to concur, according to his 
deſire, in. the Repeal of the Penal Laws: I rake the liberty to aver, that 1 know-not 
one Clergy-man of that Church who has not ſolemnly under bus band given His Majeſty 
thanks,for thoſe Promiſes, All the Addreſſes we made inthe year of His Majeſties ac- 
.ceſſion to the Crown, were ſo many bumble Teſtimonies of. our Gratitude, and Zealous 
Vows of our Loyalty ; and if Addreſſes of meer Thanks, and Vows . 6 Loyalty would be 
accepted, there is not an Engliſh Biſhop, Prieſt, or Pariſhinthe Three Kingdoms, 1 
beljeve, but would preſent them moſt gladly. But who ſees not the Declaration, for 
which *cis expected we return Thanks, conſiſts of more perfs than,that privare Sub- 
je&s can juſtify their approbation of the whole ? And as to the ſacred Veneration we 
have for His Majeſties word, 1 have ſpoken already. 

Give me leave for a Concluſion to tell you a new and very true Story. A Friend 
and Neighbour of mine, being very intimate with an eminent perſon'of a certain Re- 
ligions Order, and knowing well the Principles of that Order, asked him in a good 

bout, what they meant by this furious driving on an Univerſal and Unlimited Tolera- 
tion? The anſwer he received was, that they were now Scaffolding. My Friend under- 
ſtanding him not,defired be would explain himſelf; but could get no moreont of him 
than this,that they were yer but Scaffolding. After further importunity fora more expli- 
cit reſolution, the ggod Religious perſon anſwered, he world not Ke = 
'bid him go to ſuch a perſop-(TMaſter-Fridtfayer.of Maſbn,bedlike) ar ark tie wht 
Scaffolding was ? He went to the Man affigned,and received this Anſwer, Scaffolding is 
ſetting up Poles, and Boards, and ſuch rough fuff, Which ſerve us to build, and when we 
| have built, we throw them afide. . . <3 

The Story I avow to be true, and leave the application of it to-all. thoſe parties 

. whom it concerns ; very well remembring, that Scaffolds are ordinarily mate for more 
wſes than one: However according to the Interpretation givengthe Toleration now pro- 
moted ſeems not by its Agitators deſigned to ſtand long. | 

But to make an end: On-what terms, I conceive the Penal-Laws in queſtion may be 
Repealed with juſtice to the preſent and ſucceeding Ages, you may eaſily colle& oue 

. of this long and haſty ſcribble ; and ſo you bave my Free Thowg bt: in this ſo hotly agi- 
tated Queſtion. God preſerve the King, and grant we may live to'fee the days, wherein 
all Laws Renal to Peaceable, Conſcientious men, and together all uncbaritabſe Laws, on 


«ll ſides, may be for ever abrogated. 
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In a Letter from a Perſon of Quality. 
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HAVE carefully peruſed all your Private Reaſons, as well as the Publick Prints 
you ſent, to Convince me of the preſent Expediency, if not Neceſſity of Repealing 
the Penal Laws. 
As to the Prints, I cannot but ſtand ami3zed to ſee ſuch inveterate Malice, and 
open-fac'd ſcorn, as moſt of thoſe Papers carry in them, ſo confidently walk 
. abroad, and that /ent fgrib by Men of pretended Sanftity, Orthodoxy, and pure 
Chriſtian Zeal ; for ſuMthe Proteſtant Diſſenters claim to be ; and indeed 1 have 
. known not a few of them, for the main, very exemplary in all thoſe qualities. It is 
prodigious to think that men ſo implacably ( and upon rational grounds many of 
em ) ſet againit the Corruptions of Rome, men who hold it as firmly as any part 
of their Creed, That the Papal Power and Church is the great Antichriſt ; who but 
as yeſterday were with one mouth exclaiming and writing againſt many of theChurch 
#. ©” of England as Apoſtates from the Doftrine of the Reformation, for otherwiſe inter- 
'*. preting the Propheſies tonching Antichriſt ; who ſince that, ſeeing the Conſtancy and 
Strength of the Church of England's Teſtimonies againſt Popery, have profeſſed their 
ſorrow for their late overcharging her Clergy as too nearly allied to Rowe, and Po- 
piſhly afteCtedz who have ſome of them confeſſed theEpiſcopalChurch to be the great 
' Bulwark againſt the Power of Rome: Itis prodigious, I ſay, to think that thoſe men 
ſhopld in amoment turn cail, and with ſuch Zeal and Indignation at the poor Church 
of England, offer themſelyes unanimouſly to join with Rome, to pull down their for- 
ſaken Mother; profeſſing more liking of a Publick Toleration of the juſt-now abhorred 
Popery, than of the Engliſh Conſticution , and thereby werifying what they have fo 
- long complained was falſly and injuriouſly laid to thei charge, that they were the 
People which would bring in Popery,if ever it came in. The incredibility that theſe men 
- ſhould aft thus, makes me, I confeſs, rather believe that theſe Papers are generally 
writ by ſome Crafty men ( of another perſwaſion), in their Writings, if not otherwiſe alſo, 
| perſonating Proteſtant Diſſenters, and that perhaps amongſt other ends, to poſleſs the 
-world, there is, even in the beſt ſort of the Diſſenters, more Rancor and Uncharita- 
bleneſs than ever moſt of their Adverfarice —o———n——t—— c—tornrry SET IO 
|| 4-la-mode Smartneſs of the Stile, the Reliſh of the Arguments, the want of a Senſe of Re- 
Jivion, and the waving good Conſcience throughour the whole management, together 
h ſeveral Marks, (wich 1 will not now name ) in moſt of the Papers, farther 
induce me really to believe. Upon which belief I ſhall cake no further notice of them, 
hoping all ſaber Nonconformilts are ſenſible how abominably themſelves are wrong- 
ed by ſuch dealing; and if I am in an Error tronching them, that they accepting my 
Charity, will pardon my miſtake ; I chuſe toerr on the beſt ſide ; only this I muſt lay 
of thofe Prints which | have ſeen, Beſides Bitterneſs, and ſhameleſs Calumnies againlit 
che poor Church of F11y/«nd, there is little of moment in them for me to take no- 
tice.of, or anſwer: There is 07 cone writ with any tolerable Temper ; nor can certainly 
the Bleſſing of Peace, or of any tolerable good fiiccels cn their fide, attend ſuch vi- 


*x8lent and unpeaceable Writings ; Dominus mer. pe. Ra 
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As to your private Arguments, they are ( God be bleſſed) quite of another vein ; 
and for my,own particular Sentiments, | had thought you well knew wuch leſs Argy- 
ment needed to have perſwaded me, how unmeet a Motive to Chriſtianity any kind 
of Compulſion is. I ever was of the mind, not only that Faith ought not to be compel- 
led, but that it cannot. You know my conſtantly avowed Maxim, Ir is not in mens 
powers to believe what they will : Penalties may make a man a Hypocrite, they can 
never of themſelves make him a Believer or good Chriſtian. 

Nor does it at all ſatisfie me, that ſome ſay, Men are only forced to the means of 
Faith, as to go to Church, to hear Sermons, and the like, but not to Faith. it ſelf 
for beſides, Fir, That this Plea is falſe, ( to Swear, Abyure, taxe the Sacrament,Cc. 
are the moſt ſolemn kind of Profeſſions of Faith aſſignable, and not at all means to 
convince a man of Truth ): Beſides this, I ſay, Secondly, Even to come to Church it ſelf 
( that is, to be preſent, and by Preſence ſeeming to be communicable in the Litur- 
gy) is what many judg in their Conſcience unlawful, or are not ſatisfied ofthe Righe 
thereof; it is therefore contrary to their Faith, or a kind of af, profeſſing to believe 
what is n0t believed : The caſe is the ſame, if for Faith I hadeMnt Conſcience ; for Con- 
ſcience, as it cannot be ſuppoſed ſubje&t to the attempts of force, being nothing but an 
inward ſenſe or perſwaſion of the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of Human Actions, dif- 
fers little or nothing from Faith, in the acceptation wherein | have above uſed the 
name : And fo intruth, neither can Conſcience be forced, tho a man may be forced to aCt 
againſt his Conſcience ; Which as it is a ſin of the moſt hainous nature in him who does 
it, ſo do 1 not lee how we can excuſe him from the breach of the Law of Charity,who 
compels it. 

or are generally the Authors or. Maintainers of Penal Laws, I ſuppoſe, igno- 
rant of this: for all ſuch Laws allow unto men the Option of Suffering, or the choice 
of the Penalty, which the Law inflicts, in caſe of non-performance of its poſitive paxt ; 
by which choice men may preſerve their Conſciences inviolate : And foraſmuch as 
there is and will be to the end of the world, different Juqgments amongſt men, that 
is, all mens Conſciences touching the ſeveral Rites or Modesof Worſhip, and other 
controverted Points in Religion, will never agree : Whether therefore the Ciwil Go- 
vernment,and common Peace can be preſerved, by leaving all ſorts of men to. the free 
exerciſe of their Conſcience, without ſome Laws to reſtrain ſome of them ( Which Laws 
if effeFual to the aforeſaid Ends of Peace and Government, mult bePena/)is the great 
Dueſtion, upon the reſolving of which, the having or not having Penal Laws, muſt 
be determined. 

And that which encreaſeth the difficulty of reſo[ving this Queſtion, as ſome would 
have it reſolved, is, That Faith and Conſcience ſignifying things inviſible, and not to be 


Kiguwn but by the Searcher of all hearts, it is ;m2pc/ſib/e omaye to diſcern between them, 
a ec prove wrovye v5 reavror a9 Pughtuugy Turtiticnt, and icked en, tho they may | 


be, and commonly are Atheiſts, having indeed no Faith or Conſcience 
will want moſt ſpecious Pretences of both, and thoſe ſuitable and OTIS 
their own ends: From whence it follows, that.tho it ſhould be poſſuble to preſerve 
Peace and Government,allowing Liberty to the Exerciſe of Conſcience truly ſo caled et 
it will be utterly impoſſible to preſerve either Peace or Government,allowing Liter 
to all pretences of Conſcience;tor this is to allowLiberty to Fattion-and Villany: And 
byreaſon of the aforeſaid izw:/ib1/iry ofConſcienee, it will be alſo impoſſible to allow per- 
fe# Liberty of Conſcience;except we together allow Liberty to the pretences of Cemſeicnce 
From hence it ſeems necel{arily concluſfible, that they who will conſult the oublick 
ſafety, and the Interes of Gevernment ( even abſtraed from the mtereſt of Religion ) 
mult a/low ſore rcſtraint upon the exerciſe of Conſcience, and conſequent] of 
ſtanding Penal I aws. 4 Bur 


(3) | | 
But to take in a little the Interef: of Religion; Wherhet a Chriftian Prince, allowing 
ſuch a qualified Liberty to the Exerciſe of Conſcience, as thay conſiſt with the ſecurity 
of Government, ought to allow men Liberty to bave no Conſciences or to. be of no 
Religion, or even to be of ſuch ari one, as does ovtyribrow the Common Chriſtianity, will 
be another Lueſticn worthy of Conſideration; which yet 1 think every Chriſtian man 
will reſolve in the Negative. Diſtintly, 1 mean, that tho we grant men are not to be 
compelled to the exerciſe of any one Religion, yet may they not be allowed openly to 
rofeſs Atheiſm (that is, no Conſcience) nor to Blaſphemie, and in the ſame breath allow 
eligion ro be true, and yet endeavour to ſcoff it out'of the World 3 nor yet to Pro- 
feſs or Prattice, that is, to propagate ſuch a Religion, Which is apparently imcon/ifent 
with the Common Chriſtianity, as Judaiſm, Mdbinietanſm, Pagam/m; arid if there be 
any other like them, as | think Muggleroniſm, and ſomeWhar a kin to ir. 

The ſum then of what we have ſaid; is this, 'T hat ſome Penal Laws ought to ſtand 
againſt Izreligion, Blaſphemy, arid ſuch apparuntly ill Religions, as theſe mentioned. . 

Again, If there be any Se## of Chriſtian Religion (at [arge fo called) the Fundamental 
and Charateriſtical Principle of which conſiſts not with the Security of Civil Government; 
ſuch as'l chink, is the DoCtrine'efſential co the Fifth-Monarchy-men , of tbe Reign of 
King "Feſus, and bis Saints alone, which is alſo the Opinion of ſeveral of the Anabaprifts, 
arid was of many of the Luakert in the year 1660. and wil) be ſtruck for, whenever 
theſe SeCts are'powerful enough ; and how deſperately, Yenner with his forty men 
againft'the Train'dbands of the City , and His Majeſtics Life-Guard, will be an 
eternal Inftance. Such SeCts onght not to be allowed the free Exerciſe of their Con- 
ſcience (for thar, as before ſaid, is the propagating their Religion ;) and therefore, 
againſt rheſe Sefs, Penal Laws ought to ſtand, at lealt in ſome meaſure, for the reſtraint 
of their free Exerciſe of their Conſcience, as they will pretend, or call it : I mean for 
the reſtraint of their aſſembling to bold forth, and propagate theſe accurſed deftrufve 
D:rines. 

And now we are come to the Point that has long pinched, and perhaps ſtill does; 
Whether the Religion of Thorow-papiſts ( as ſome dittinguiſh them) that is of thoſe, 
who hold the Popes full Supremacy over Princes,even within their own Dominions, be any 
more con/ifent with the Security of Civil Government, generally taken, (that is, let the 
Prince be of whar Religion he ſhatl) than that of the Millenaries, or of any other like 
ſort; and conſequently, whether Penal Laws ought not to ſtand againſt ſuch Papilts 
or Catholicks, as they will cafl themſelves ? 

it ſeems ro me, that thoſe of them who 7bink their Religion well conſiſtent with Civil 
Government in general (be the Prince of whatſoever Chriſtian profeſſion he ſhall be, 
| (uppoſe a Proteſtant ;) thoſe I ſay, ſhould nor be againf, or contend for the laying 
artde, or not having an Oath of Supremacy, as to Temporal; at leaſt ; for whoſoever 
appears againſt ſuch an Oath, maniteltly profeſſes thereby bis Religion will not ſuf- 
\fer him-to be obcdient even in Temporals, to that Governor, whole Supremacy in 
/Temporals he avows he cannot, or which is the ſame, refuſes to acknowledg. 


decreed the Supremacy of the Chair of St. Peter, even in Temporal;, 20 be of Divine right ©: O 


whatever ſome do believe or declare, ( as | have heard ſome of them ſwear, that 


It is ſure, both the Body of the * Canon Law allerts, and ſome t Popes have expreſly * DiſtinQ. 22. 


and matter of Faith ; ſoas that to believe the Contrary is Hereſy and damnable Sin: And _ _ -< 


| ſhould their Father-Confeſlor,or the Pope himſelf, command them totake Arms againſt ſunt. Er 1.Qu 


and perhaps more Orders of their Religious than one, do to this day (o believe z and fu 

tho many of their Confellers may not preſs the Popes Supremacy in Temporals on (; 

the Conſciences of their Deyotes, yer no doubt others, except chey are forſworn, doit. j 
| A 2 


' their King, they would not obey;) yer it is alſo ſure, that many Roman Catholicks, 4. Quia Praz« 


Further, aliique, 
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7.Qu6c. Farther, the ſaid ® Canon Law allows the Pope may Abſolve SubjeFs and Soldiers from 
s irem. Et their Oath of Allegiance, and Duty to their Kings or Commanders; and ſeveral f Popes 
Nos S21- 1,ave decreed as much, otherwiſe it could not have come intothe Body of the Canon 
ers Law; nay, they have aCtually done it. Wherefore it would ſeem ,tho not for Religions | 
- Gelaſius, ſake in general, yet for the ſake of Civil Government, Penal Laws night to ftand againſt 
tharias, ſuch @ ſtrain of Religion alſo; at leaſt, againſt the free Exerciſe of it. Whether this will 
gor. VII. conclude Feſuits, and thoſe whom ſome call Feſwited Papiſts, themſelves beſt know I 
anus Il. \1:11 not now. infiſt on their fourth Vow. 
$p:otis,  TheReſult of allis, that an abſolute Repeal of all Penal Laws inthe caſe of Religion, | 
"I ' oreven of ſuch Penal Laws which affe@ either Carbolicks, or pretended Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, taking Catholicks and Diſſenters for all that call themſelves ſo, is not ſafe for 
the Government z nor agreeable to Chriſtian Conſcience ; but a Qua'ification of ſuch | 
Laws, or ſome explanatory and mitigative Af, Which might ſecure ail peaceable conſci- 
entious men of whatſoever Perſwaſion (thoſe Antichriſtian and Turbulent ones before 
mentioned, being excepted) in their Efates, Lives and Liberties, While they Worſhip 
God according to their Conſcience, were to be deſired, and is to be end:awvonred by all who 
would approve themſelves genuinely Chri/tians. And I am not without hopes, that 
thoſe who declare themſelves ſo much for the Repeal of the Penal Laws,will acknow- 
ledg this to be their Senſe. 

But as I have hitherto endeavoured to be i general, juſt both to the King, Religion, 
and all Parties concern'd in my impartial confidering and ſtating the caſe of all, in 
reference to the Liberty deſired ; So | muſt be yet more # particular juſt to thoſe 
who are in P:ſſeſſion of an Eftabliſhmen: by Virtue of the Laws ; and conſider while 
they concede ſo much, what is fitto be conceded and afſured to them by the indul- 
ged Parties. 

Firſt then, Seeing it is expeFed of the Church of England, that ſhe conſent to the 
Repealing all ſuch Penal Laws which afedt the Eſtates, Lives or Liberties of ſuch Ro- 
man Catholicks and Diſſenters as before ſpecified ; therefore it muſt needs be judged 
but fir and cqua/, that the Church of Rome rewoke all ſuch Laws, which alike affect all 
peaceable Proteſtants. Thoſe who pretend that Church has none ſuch,may be excuſed if 
they ſpeak it out of Ignorance; but they are unperdonable who go about to impoſe 
ſo impudent a falſhood upon the World. The Church of Rome has for many Ages not 
only had Sangninary and !'eral Laws but alſo bwnd, and daily does bind by the moſt 
ſacred Oath;, and under the ſevereſt Penalties, moſt of her Sons, Sacred as well as 
Secular, to the Exccution of {uch Laws, to their utmoſt Power ; Behold ſome of thuſe 
Laws, and the legal Method to be procceded in againlt all, who own not the Faith 
of the Church of Rome. x 

*We Excommunicate and Anathematize every Hereſy which ſets up it ſelf again; 
this ® holy Faith which we have above expounded, condemning all and ſingula? 
with as ay.  Fcreticks, by what Names ſcever they are reckoned, having indeed their Faces dif- 
ears by the  FErent Ways, but their Tails tied together, becauſe as to matter of falſhood they 
ri} Canon of © agree 1n the ſame thing. 


he -Lateran 

*0uncil, our of whoſe Decree this Chapter is tranſcribed into the Body of the Canon Law (the Chapter being in- 
eed the third Canon of the ſaid Laterany Council under Innocent III.) of which Faith, I ſay, two Points + 
mong{t others were Tran/ubſt antiation, and that there is no Salvation out of the Roman Church. 


* Of which 


wy g *And being thus condemned,let them be left to the preſent Secular Power, and to 
Animadyer- * their Bailifts to be puniſhed | with due Severity or Execution; Clergy-men being 
one debira.' - * firſt degraded from taeir Orders, fo that the Goods of ſuch condemned Perſons, if 

| t they 


* they be Lay-men, be confiſcate ; but if Clergy-men, be applied to the Churches 
whence they received Stipends. | 
* And as to thoſe who ſhall be found * challengeable only by Suſpicion, except ac- * $01 
© cording to the nature of the Suſpicion, and quality of the Perſon, they ſhall clear their one nc 
© Innocency by a proportionable purgation, let them alſo be ſtruck with the Sword 
* of Excommunication | or; of an Anathema] and let them be avoided by all Perſons 
* till they give condign SatisfaCtion : So that if they continue excommunicate one whole 
* year, they be from thenceforth condemned as Hereticks. 
6 Further, Let the Secular Powers of whatſoever degree be admoniſhed and induced, 
* and if need be, compelled by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, that even as they deſire to be re- 
* puted and accounted faithful, ſo they take publickly an Oath for the defence of the 
* Faith, that they will endeavour t faithfully [or in good earneſt] according to their + Bona 
© power, to exterminate out of the Lands of their Furiſdifion all ſuch as are pronounced 
* Hereticks by the Church : So that from henceforth, when/cever any one ſhall be aſſu- 
© med into Power Spiritual or Temporal, he be bound firmly to ſwear to thus Article. 
* And in caſe any Temporal Lord, being required and admoniſhed by the Church, 
* hall negle# to purge his Countrey from Heretical Pravity, let him be by the Metro- 
© politan and Comprovincial Biſhop innodated in the bond of Excommunication. And if 
* he ſhall neglect to ſatisfy within a year, let them ſignify the ſame to the Pope, that 
* be, from that time forth, may pronounce bis Subjetts abſolved from their Allegiance, 
* and may * ſet forth bus Country to be ſeized by Catholicks, who, having exterminated * Terra 
* the Hereticks thence, may poſſeſs it without contradiQtion, and keep it in the purity Ponat C: 
© of the Faith, with a ſaving to the right of the principal Lord : provided he have put rs o_ 
© yo obſtacle in this matter, nor given any orher hindrance : The ſame Law nevertheleſs © 
© being obſerved as to them who have no Principal Lords. 
© Further, Let all Catholicks, who, having taken upon them the badge of the Croſs, 
© ſhall have applied themſelves to the exterminating Hereticks, injoy the ſame Indul- 
* gence , and be poſleſſed of the ſame Privileges as have been granted to them who 
* went to ſuccour the Holy Land. 
* Moreover we decree, That all 4dberers, Receivers, Defenders and Cheriſhers of He- 
© reticks lie under the ſame Excommunication ; firmly ordaining, that after any ſuch 
© Excommunicate Perſon ſhall have, one whole year, negletted to make ſatisfaCtion, he 
* from that time become in Law infamous, and be not admitted to any publick Office, 
© Councils, nor tO chuſe any others, nor ſo much as to give hs Teſtimony in any Caſe ; 
* that he alſo be intefable | or have noliberty or power to make a Will] nor be allow- None of o 
© ed to come in ſucceſſion to any Inheritance. Furthermore, that none be compelled to an- tt Lb 
© over 9am in any Suit or Buſineſs, but that he be compelled to anſwer all others. And in ns = 
* caſe perchance he ſhould firmer/y have beena Judge, his Sentence ſhall have no ſtrength, x ; ms 
* nor ſhall any Cauſes be brought to his Audience. Or if he were an Advocate, his Plead- 5 
* ;ng ſhall be no-wiſe admitted. If a Publick Notary, all Infiruments made by him ſhall 
© be of no force, but damn'd with their Author : The ſame alſo we command to be ob- 
© ſerved in like caſes. If he be a Clergy-man,let him be depoſed from all Office and Benefice. 
* And if any ſhall not forbear to avoid ſuch Perſons, after they have beeh pronounced 
© Excommunicate by the Church, let them alſo by Excommunication be compelled to 
© fit ſatisfation. Further, let no Clerk adminiſter the Church Sacraments to ſuch Peſtilent 
© Perſons, let them not preſume to give them Chriſt:an Burial, nor let them partake of 
© any Aims or Oblations : or in cale they ſhall, ler them | that is, ſuch Clerks fo offend- 
* ing | be deprived of their Office ; to which let them never be reſtored, withour a ſpe- 
© cjal Indulgence from the Apoſtolical See. In like manner, let all Regu/ars obſerve ſo 
* tro 


_ mes 
© to do: npon whom, otherwiſe, let this Perralcy reſt, that their Privileges be void 
© within that Dioceſe wherein they have preſumed to commit fach Exceffes. 

Thus far the Latera» Councrt (under Pope innocent the Third, An. Dom. 141 5.) tranſ- 
- De ſcribed into the + body of the Canon Law; which, with che Church of Rome, is above 
SCap. all other | at leaſt Humane } Laws, and it were to be wiſhed, that it were not too 
Wni- often obſerved above God's Law alfo. 
49% Butthough the Council ftopt here ; after another ſhorrChaprec the Decretals go on 
:com- again thus under Gregory IN, ** We'Excommunicate arid Anarhematize all Here- 
aus, * ticks, the Carhay; | or Puritans) the Parayens, the Poor of Lions [ and others there 

* mentioned, now perhaps nnknown? and all others, by whatſoever names they are 

* reckoned, having Faces looking different ways, &c, as before. 

« Being thus condemned, let them be left co the Secular Judgment to be pariifhed 

« with due ſeverity, &c. as before. 

« But if any of the aforementioned Heretics, after rhey are convited, wilt nor're- 

* turn to perform condign Penance, ler them be kepr in pordermdl impriſontuent. And 

* as to them who adhere to therr Errors, we adjudge them alike Heretics. | 
vlutos The next Chapter is ſhort, but Subſtamal. * Ler them know. rhar'they are abfolved 
int. * from all Debt of Fidelity, Domimon,'or Obedience, whoſoever were bound by ary 

* Compact, howſoever ſtrong, to any Perſons fallen into Hereſie. 

More of like nature might be' eaſily colleted out of the' body of the Canon-Law. 

Now that by Heretic: thofe Laws do not underſtand meerly Manichees, Valentinians, 

Arrians, or ſome ſich groſs People, but univerſally all ſuch who ſubrmu not to the Roman 

Faith, or even to the Supremacy of rhe. Roman Biſhop, is, beſides what'was above-noted, 

plainfrom anotherTexrof the ſaidCanon Law. * He | that is Chriſt alone] bath founded 
x11 © his [the Roman] Church upon a Rock, who commirted to bleſſed Perer, the Keeper 

© of the Keys of Eternal Life, the Rights both of the Earthly and Heavenly Empire— 
© So that whoſoever endeavours to take away from the Roman Church the Privilege 
© siven her by the Supreme Head of all Churches, ſuch Perſon withour doubr'is faflen 

* into Hereſie ; and whereas others | who violate the Privileges of. other Chutches? 

* are to be called unjuſt, ſuch Perſon is to be ſtiled'an Heretic: 

As to matter of fat, how theſe Laws have been Executed, and in ſome Countries 
how they ſtill are, is diſagreeable to my Deſign of publick accord to inſiſt : only be- 
cauſe we are conſidering of terms of accord, I muſt not wave that point of matter of 

2xnxz. fat, that a/l Proteſtants are excommunicated afreſh by the Pope every Maundy Thurſday, 
and that.every Prelate , which is conſecrated , at his Conlecration, amongſt other 
2ontifi. things, ſevere enough againſt vs, ſwears in theſe words, Hereticos, Schiſmatices & Re- 
aman, belles eidem Domino noſtro vel Succeſſoribus pr edittis, pro poſſe, perſequar & impugnabo. 
Thar is, *1will, according to my power, perſecute and impugn all Hereticks, Schiſ- 
' maticks, or thoſe who rebel againſt our Lord [the Pope | and his Succeſfors aforeſaid. 
| will not here meddle with che DoCtrine of many Ca/uits, who tell us ordinarily, 
that afl Heretics. being 4e jure Excommunicate, any Catholic may ſafely kill them ; 
Nor that in all Catholic Kingdoms de Conſuetudine, Burning alive is the proper Legal 
Death for Heretics : for which laſt, it were to be wiſht, there were not yet Statute- 
Laws in force, in ſome of his Majeſty's Dominions. I rub not, I ſay, ontheſe Sores, 
but content my ſelf to have mentioned the general Penal Laws aboye-recited, which 
are ſufficient to prove the Romaniſts have ſuch Laws. 
And'theſe being the Laws, and ſuch the preſent obligation generally to all Catholics 
in power (whether Eccleſiaſtical or Secular) to obſerve them, it is reaſonable, that be- 
fore Penal Laws againſt all men of ;his Religion be Repealed; they of the Religion obtain 
from 
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(om his Holineſs ſome Repeal of theſe and tbe like Laws ; at leaſt a Bull, exempting alf 
the Proteſtant: of England, Scotland and Ireland,from being comprehended in the nam- 
ber of ſuch Heretics, who are thus to ſuffer; and together ab/o/ving all Perſons, who 
have taken Oaths for Exterminsting Heretic, from any obligation to perform thoſe 
Oaths as to the Proteſtants of theſe Countries; For till then, we have juſt fo much Rea- 
ſon to hope for ſecurity from ſuch Catholics, as we have aſſurance that they will 
ever forſwear themſelves, or all their days live in wilful Perjury. 

| There is another Law amongſt the Rowan Carholics, which tho not Penal to us; 
it is to be feared may be one day moſt dreadfully Penal to as many of them as ob- 

ſerve it, and which ſeems to ablige them to perſecure us: I will call it the Law of 
wacharitahbleneſs, the revoking of which alſo, it ſeems fit, ſhould be made a condition 

of Repealing our Penal Laws: The Law | mean is that, whereby every one, who will 

be of that Charch, is required to ſwear to the Tridentine Creed, in the cloſe of which 
Oath he avows, No one can be ſaved out of the belief of that the preſent Roman Catho- 

lic Faith. By this they plainly damn four fifth parts of all Chriſtendom. I know 

there are ſame Gentlemen of that Communion, who are more merciful to us, and 

the better Catholicks are they for it ; God bleſs them, and encreale the number of 
them : But | as well know, there are others ſo ſt-fly hold to this, that they frequently, 

and even in their ordinary converſetion, as well as in their writings, uſe it as an Argu- 

ment to perſwade men of our Church to come over to their Religion. As to theſe, 

I crave leave to ſay only this one thing, That men can repoſe very little confidence in 

their kindneſs, who prejudging to God's judgment, havealready damn'd them before- 

hand : Wherefore | conceive they wha would have any kind. offices paſs between us 
and our Rowan. Catholic Countreymen,. or intend we ſhould live together as Chri- 

ſtians, ought to. abandon this rigour, and if poſſible to procure from the Head of their 

Church an abatement of it, as to the Proteſtantsof theſe Countries at leaſtwiſe. 

This will appear yet the more reaſonable, if we conſider of what Communion they 
were that finſt introduced into- theſe parts of, the World Penal or Sanguinary Law: in 
cauſe of Religion. The Protetants in this: matter can only be blamed for following an 
ill Example, which alſo they have induſtriouſly not-come upto. They found Sangui- 
nary Laws; and the ſevereſt of them, in England, they have repealed: If any other than 
thoſe Penal-Laws were made, (as it is not to be denied there were) it was rather upon 
the ſcore of the Srate,than of Religion. A.Sanguinary Law made particularly againſt 4 
ſort. of aur Non-Conformiſts,. | never yet knew any: Nor againſt thoſe of Rome purely 
for Conſcience (ake; But the Laws above mentioned outrof the Rowan Canon-Law are 
| Purely upon the ſcore of Conſcience ; and even where they extend not to Blood, they 
| are,as we ſee,much ſeverer than any of aur Laws-orTeſts-againſt them. In a word,all 
perſons who will be juſt, muſt allow.coothers the Libercy and Security that they deſire 
ſhould be granted to chemfelves, winictuis rue” Hergh4b of this our firſt demand. Tpre, 
ſequar : Let thoſe who were firſt inthe-gnilr, ficſt: amend'; certainly Proteſtants wilt 
meet them in kindnetfs. 

Secondly, Inaſmuch as they of the Efab:ſht Church do not inthe leaſt ſuſpe& the 
truth of their Religion ( all the Writings of their Roman Adverſaries diſcovering their 
Roman Faith, where differing from the Proteſtants, inſtead of a Rock, to be built only 
on Air) and inaſmuch as it cannot be juſtly expected, that meerly to gratify our Ad- 
verſaries, we ſhould at once betray both our Religion and our Intereſf; it is but juſt, that 
togerber With ſuch Statute as ſhall rake away the Penal Liws in Conteſt, there paſs ano- 
ther for ſecurity of the National Religion, that it ſhall not de altered; and of the regular 
conformable Clergy and their Succeſſors, that their Rights fall not be znwaded. lt is cold 
us indeed, we have His Majeſttes Royal word many timts reyearel, 1 humbly _— 
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that-I know nD trud'Obeb-ofeEnpland-Mean who doesinot 'rely upon Hib Majefties 
. Word; during his-Reign (which God long continue)-for the ſecurity of our Chrireh! 
But-Sweceſſion: . @ long Tram; and Laws, if ftanding; may keeppoſterity m peace, when 
Promifes:with-their Authors are fain aſleep. He is not juſt co the preſent Age,” who is 
not;/to/his power juſt to Poſterity, bowever remote: lt is therefore reaGnable; Tit and 
neceſſary: that ſuch a Statute, asis deſired, paſs. oP 

As to What you conclude with, That the Clergy of theChurch of England are very 
wngrateful to His Majeſtysfor his repeated-Promiſes of Protection, and together'un- 
civil to him, ininot -fully-acquieſting in his Royal word fo often given for the ſecurity! 
of their Religion, Rights and Privileges';"and' nor offering: #oconmewy, dogording ts: his 
deſire, in the Repeal of the Penal Laws: I take the liberty to aver, that: know'not 
one Clergy-man of that Church who has not ſolemnly under his hand given His Majeſty 
thanks tor thoſe Promiſes. All the Addreſſes we made in the year of His'Majeſties ac- 
ceſſion to the Crown, were ſo many humble Teſtimonies of our Gratitude, and Zealous 
Vows of our Loyalty ; and if Addreſſes of meer Thanks, and Vows of Loyalty would be 
accepted, there is not an Engliſh Biſhop, Prieſt, or Pariſh in the Three Kingdoms, 1 
believe, but weuld preſent'them moſt gladly. But who ſees not the Declaration, for 
which ris expeted we retura Thanks, confiſts of ore parts than that private Sub- 
gets can juſtify their approbation of the whole ? And as to the ſacred Veneration we' 
bave for His Mzje!ties word; 1 have ſpoken already. 
+, Givgime: leave for a Concluſion to tell you a new and very true Story. A Friend 
and Neighbour'of mine, being very intimate with an eminent perſon of a certain Re- 
lgious Order, and knowing well the Principles of that Order, asked him in a goo 
bour, what they meant by this furious driving on an Univerſal and Unlimited Tolera- 
tion? The anſwer hereceived was, that they were now Scaffolding. My Friend under- 
ſtanding him not,deſired he would explain himſelf; but could getno more out of hit 


than this,that they were yer but Scaffolding.After further RICHEY for a more expli- 


git reſolution, the good Religious perſon anſwered, he would not tell him more ; bare 
bid hinggo to ſuch a perſon (a Maſter-Bricklayer,or Maſon,be-like) and ask him what 
Scaffolding was ? He went to the Man affigned,and received. this Anſwer, Scaffolding is 
ſetting up Poles, and Boards, and ſuch rough ſtuff, which ſerve us to build, and when we 
have built, we throw them afide. | 

The Story I avow to be true, and leave the application of it to all thoſe parties 
whom it concerns ; very well remembring, that Scaffolds are ordinarily made for more 
uſes than one: However according to the Interpretation given,the Toleration now pro- 
moted ſeems not by its Agitators deſigned to ſtand long. 

Bur to make an end: On what terms, I conceive the Penal-Laws inqueſtion may be 
Repealed with juſtice to the nt.and ſucceeding Ages, you may eaſily colle@ our 
of this long and hafty ſeribble; Free Thowght: in this ſo botly agi= 
rated Queſtion. God preſerye the King,'and/grant we may live-to ſee the days, wherein 
all Laws Penal to Peaceable, Conſcientious men, and together all uncharitable Laws; on 


all ſides, may be'for ever abrogated. 


I am your Hamble Servant 


Printed 1n the Year 1688. 


